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Synopsis

This seminal work which surveys the historical rise and fall of religious orders and congregations
reveals the fundamental dispositions that these institutions need to integrate into a new spirituality

and sense of mission.
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Customer Reviews

"A powerful resource for those founding/refounding spiritual communities today. Its style and
language exude the creative energy which it describes." --Dr. Bernadette Flanagan, All Hallows
College (Dublin City University)"An important book. . . . O’Murchu clearly lays out the path
consecrated life has traveled and describes new fields emerging through shifting paradigms.
Following Christ in an unfinished universe can be dark and daunting but O’Murchu sees hope and
promise up ahead for those who can surrender themselves into the chaos of God’s uncontrollable
love." --llia Delio, OSF, author, Making All Things New: Catholicity, Cosmology, and
Consciousness"Diarmuid O’Murchu’s finest book. Historically and theologically he extends and
furthers the refounding insight which demands that we relive the paschal mystery of death and

resurrection." --Gerald A. Arbuckle, SM, author, The Francis Factor and the People of God

Diarmuid O’Murchu is a priest and social psychologist currently based in London. He lectures
internationally and writes extensively on new paradigms from a multidisciplinary point of view. His

works include Quantum Theology: Reclaiming Spirituality, Evolutionary Faith, Ancestral Grace,



Adult Faith, In the Beginning Was the Spirit, God in the Midst of Change, and Inclusivity.

A very thorough and thought provoking history of religious life. While O’Murchu predicts the demise
of religious life by the end of the 21st Century, he also offers hope for how new religious
communities will take hold. | have been a member of a religious community for the past 63 years. |
celebrate the religious life | have lived especially my own growth since Vatican Il. | hope and pray
there are young religious today who will begin to discern their own future based on the author’s

recommendations.

| am really enjoying this book. It gives me lots to reflect on as we contemplate the future of religious

life.

The only drawback is that it has a very strong odor - not real unpleasant, but very noticeable.

Challenging.

great

| was pleasantly surprised and delighted with the condition of this book. Thank you so much. It was
very good value also.
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